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<:;ommencement da:f opened bright and 
beautiful. It was an ideal dav-just such 
a day as cheers and warms the· heart and 
fits the mind for generous and noble 
thought. Thus the Senior class was ushered 
forth into the busy world with nature smil-
ing. 
Promptly at 10:40 A. M. the board of 
Trustees, the faculty and the Senior class 
filed into the chapel. President Gates of 
Iowa College at Grinnell opened the exer-
cise_s by invokin_g the divine blessing. The 
choir sang "Praise Ye the Lord" after which 
President Chamberlain introduced the first 
speaker, Mr. W. E. Bolles who had for the 
subject of his thesis a comparison of the 
three bridge trusses, viz. the Parabolic, the 
Keystone, and the double intersecting Pratt, 
Mr. J. C. Norton followed with a paper on 
"Trichina and Trichinosis." Mr. G. Ii. 
Schulte had for the subject of his oration 
''The:-;e is_ a Go~.". It was a good produc-
tion. Umformity m Nature" was the subject 
of Mr. J. S. Chamberlain's oration. It 
was a thoughtfuLproduction and well deliv-
ered. Following this oration the audience 
was favored with an excellent piece of music 
by the male quartette. At this point in the 
program Governor Boies arrived and was 
ushered in by President Dunbar of the 
Board of Trustees, President Chamberlain 
and Col. Lincoln. President Chamber-
lain introduced the Governor to the audience 
and announced that at the conclusion of the 
exercises he would speak for a few min-
utes. . Gov. Boies was heartily received. 
After this slight break in the program, 
C. D. Davidson set forth the benefits and 
probabilities of an Electric Railroad bP-tween 
Ames and the College. Leo Thurlimann 
delivered his oration entitled "The Histry of 
Chemistry." 
Following thiR Miss Belle L. Gaston 
told the audience of "Christianity and Inter-
national Law." Miss Jennie Morrison ren-
dered a vocal solo with violin obligato, with 
wonderful effect. Miss Morrison's singing 
on this occasion cannot be too highly praised. 
The praise was universal. The next ora-
tion was by Miss Minnie Roberts who had 
for her subject "The Means and the Basis 
of Knowledge." "Woman's Work and 
Wages" was delivered by Miss Kate Stev-
ens and when she had finished, no one doubt-
ed that Rhe was a self-made woman, 
thoroughly imbued with the idea of self-
reliance and the possibilities within the reach 
of earnest thoughtful women. The last ora-
tion on the program was delivered by E. A. 
Kreger, the ranking member of the class, 
who had for his subject "The Supremacy of 
Mind." In this oration Mr. Kreger, show-
ed to the best of his advantage. It was 
earnest, thoughtful and full of beauty. It 
was well delivered an<l by many it was con-
sidered his best production. After that the 
quartette, with.Miss Mills taking the obliga-
to, sang "Ever be happy." President 
Chamberlain with a few appropriate remarks 
conferred the degrees and Chairman Dunbar 
arose and addressed the incoming and out-
going classes. Mr. E. C. Oggel responded 
in a short speech that was a "corker." It 
won for him many compliments. 
As had been promised, Gov. Boies then 
stepped to the front of the stage, and after 
the applause which greeted him had ceased 
he addressed the students for a few minutes. 
His remarks were kind and fatherly and his 
pleasing unobstrusive way impressed all who 
heard him with the earnestness and kindli-
ness of the man. 
After the remarks by Governor Boies 
the audience arose, the benediction was 
pronounced by President Gates and the nine-
teenth annual commencement of the Iowa 
Agricultural College was at an end. 
* * * The graduating exercises of the five anti-
fraternity literary societies was held in the 
chapel, as usual, on the last Saturday evening 
of the term. 
The exercises passed off with character-
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istic smoothness. 
The presiding officers were Messrs Hod-
son, Bowne, Thornburg, and Shaum, and 
Miss Morrison. The address to the Cres-
cents was delivered bv Prof. J. A. Macom-
bre '72. He spoke ·of the founding and 
early history of the society and urged upon· 
its members the value of deep original work' 
in society. 
C. A. Stearns of '89 had the honor of 
being the first alumnus to address the Welch 
society. He also reviewed society history 
and concluded with an appeal for more _ 
whole-souled men. 
Mr. F. Faville '87 gave for the Philo's a 
pleasing oration on the demands of the era in 
governmental affairs, showing the broad 
fields of usefulness which lie before the 
college graduate and urging upon him the 
judicious application of his talents. 
Miss Lizzie McCusky '88, in behalf of 
the Clio's handled well the history, needs, 
and possibilities of Pedagogy, the profes-
sion into which so many of the graduates 
are about to enter. 
The Bachelors were represented by Mr. 
Geo. Cavin '83 who brought out the idea 
that the world into which the class was 
emerging, is a "cold, cold" world only in so 
far as each one for himself makes it so. 
The responses to the presentation of 
diplomas were made by Mr. Kerr, Welch; 
Mr. Howard, Philo; Mr. Kreger, Bachelor; 
Miss Alice Mann, Clio; and Mr. Shaul, Cres-
cent. 
The music which enlivened the program 
was exceptionally fine and was highly ap-
preciated by the audience. 
The Phileleutheroi society held its 
graduating exercises in the Bachelor Hall at 
the same time. 
* ·if* 
The Merch.al)t of V el)ice. 
'l,he eager anticipations of the students 
were fully realized on Friday evening, No-
vember 7th, when the much-talked-of drama 
was put upon the stage. The indomitable 
energy of the I. A. C.-ites is typified by the 
spirit with which they undertook to do a 
work of such dimensions in the comparative-
ly short time allowed for preparation; the 
success which always crowns such energetic 
effort was typified by the execution. 
The stage effects were as good as could 
be expected considering the meagre advan-
tages which our chapel rostrum affords for 
such a performance. The costumes were rich 
and very appropriate. 
The characters Shylock, Antonio and 
Portia deserv·e especial commendation. Mr. 
Ballreich displays wonderful dramatic power 
in such a cast as Shylock-imitating to a 
marked degree the miserly, clutching manner 
of the decrepit old Jew. 
Mr. Hutton requires less trarniformation 
of his natural character to impersonate the 
sedate, generous-hearted Antonio. Through-
out the whole his feeling was strong, his 
manner dignified and easy and his address 
faultless. He held the entire sympathy of 
the audience and certainly deserves a laurel 
wreath. Miss Ada Mills in her characteristrn 
style presented the graceful charms of Por-
tia and displayed with nearly equal strength 
the attributes of "the learned judge." Her 
manner on the stage is peculiarly attractive, 
and her execution always tells of careful 
preparation. 
Among the minor characters, the Jewish 
maiden was well executed by Miss Grace 
Mills. Miss Jennie Morrison figured very 
effectively in the character of Nerissa. Mr. 
Corry displayed strong qualifications in the 
role of the runaway lover, Lorenzo; and 
Messrs. Spaan and Fairfield immortalized 
themselves and convulsed . the audience, as 
Launcelot and Old Gobbo. 
Of the remaining characters space for-. 
bids us to speak in detail. All were execut-
ed finely and the whole affair reflects great 
credit both upon the actors and upon Miss 
Thomas, who h2s worked so untiringly in 
the preparation of the play and in drilling 
the performers. 
At intervals throughout the evening the 
orchestra furnished excellent music. The I. 
A. C. may now proudly boast the finest or-
chestra ever known here. 
* * * 
As the drama is the most perfect and 
therefore most exacting form of literature, 
so acting is about the finest of all the fine 
arts. Therefore to say that the Merchant of 
Venice was well acted is to say a good deal. 
The actors deserve that praise; they all did 
well, some of them very well indeed. The 
purpose of these notes is -to call attention to 
some items of the pleasure that they afford 
us, and to point out some defects, not in a 
critical spirit, but to show that there is yet 
something ahead. 
There was no opportunity for a dress re-
hearsal, because the chapel was constantly 
in use. The acting (as distinct from speak-
ing) was better than one would have expect-
ed under such circumstances. But it was 
constrained and too limited. The positions 
of the various charactet·s at the beginning of 
each scene were well chosen, but the lack of 
motion during the progress of several scenes 
resulted in unsuitable positions. During 
some soliloquies and asides, the unoccupied 
actors made it evident that they were wait-
ing for the end of the solo-. The lesson is 
this. While an oration can be rehearsed any 
where, a play must be rehearsed, in costume, 
on a stage, to secure th€ best effect. 
But the great matter in a play is the ut-
terance of the thoughts and emotions which 
the situations call forth-and that was ex-
cellent. Antonio's role is very much more 
difficult than Bassanio's, for the reason that 
Bassanio is only an ordinary gentleman, Por-· 
tia to the contrarv notwithstanding. 
0
:. 
Antonio, one of the great and best k_ _, -
(and not young) ~erchants ?f the c~mmon-
wealth city, nursmg gloom rn the midst of 
prusperity, ready to risk, and afterwards re-
signed to meet death to help his young 
friend, is one of the most difficult characters 
to present; and peculiarly difficult it must be 
for a young man to embody it. Such an ac-
tor just in proportion as he imagines himself 
ready to perish, will show an agony which 
in Shakespeare's Antonio had been entirely 
replaced by resignation before the time came 
to bare his bosom for the knife. 
Portia and Nerissa belong to an aristo-
cratic society, in which the one is born and 
accustomed to rule, the other to obey. 'l'he 
indescribable air of authority on one side 
and of deference on the other is not easily 
preserved in a representation of these char-
acters by two young ladies bred in our equal 
ways. Portia was at her best in the court 
room, her quiet manner being there especial-
ly appropriate. 
Shylock was made, as he should be, the 
commanding figure of the play. "Old Shy-
lock" he is called, his body and character 
both stamped by the many years of keen 
business and bitter hate, which had made 
1nm what he was. All this was well ex-
pressed by the bent body, cracked voice, 
squirming hands, clear cut articulation of all 
intellectual propositiomi, quick apprehension 
of the bearing of all things said or done, and 
furious outbursts of passionate hate. Only 
his cunning was not exhibited, especially 
when he first mentions his "merry sport" of 
bond-making, and when he appears in court, 
where he should not present his shoulder to 
the Duke, even for the sake of giving the 
Christian crowd the benefit of his back. 
'l'he subordinate parts deserve praise. 
Gratiano's "skipping spirit," both in the 
swagger and banter of the first scenes, and 
in the expressive mockery of the baffled Jew 
at last was admirably hit. Jessica justified 
Lorenzo's captivation. Launcelet Gobbo 
pleased; but surely one who thinks so much 
of his "army of good words" would not race 
them off so fast. Indeed if these words had 
been lovingly held to, by speaking the whole 
part with a decided drawl, the effect would 
have been more comic. Old Gobbu was the 
most perfect impersonation of the evening-
so simple, dull, trustful and "high-gravel-
blind." (By the way, the most perfect test 
of the quality of acting is to be made in this 
way. Let one first read a play carefully and 
form his own concPption of the character 
from the printed text. 'fhen after he has 
seen the play acted let him ask himself 
which of the actors added most to that first 
conception of the part he played. The pur-
pose of acting is to give to the eye and ear 
more than the eye can read in print, and the 
acting is better and better in proportion as it 
gives one more and more that the printed 
book would not give.) The Duke preserved 
the m~obstrusive dignity belonging to court 
and did not draw attention from the princi-
pals to himself. · 
Upon ihe whole, warm thanks are due 
to all concerned (Miss Thomas included) for 
giving us decidedly the treat of the season. 
* * * 
A. C. B. 
The Oratorical CoJJlest. 
The College Oratorical Contest was 
held in the chapel. Saturday evening,N ovem-
ber 1st. 
The large audience felt well repaid for 
their attendance, as the orations were all of 
high standing. 
The contest was so hotly contested that 
at the end it was impossible to guess with 
any degree of accuracy, who would be first 
or last. We predict for our representative 
orator, an honorary place in the state contest. 
The Bachelor society was · represented 
by Messrs. Morrison and Kreger. Mr. Mor-
ri"son spoke upon "The Necessity of good 
Humor," in a way that harmonized well with 
the subject. His manner was easy and nat-
ural but he was heard with some difficulty 
in the rear of the room. Mr. Kreger's sub-
ject was "The Decline of Indignation," a 
theme ran:ly touched upon in the way in 
which he presented it. He defended in-
dignation in the light of science and revo-
lution, ant brought out the evel tendencies 
of the time, showing them to be largely dne 
to the paralysis of this power. 
The Philo speakers were Messrs. Love-
joy and Thornburg. 
:Mr. Lovejoy selected for his subject, 
"The Search for truth." His smooth for-
cible manner of speaking, together with his 
naturally fine voice won for him first rank 
in delivery, as will be seen by the markings. 
Since this oration will probably be elivered 
at the State contest we make no further com-
ment. 
Mr. 'l'hornburg presented "The Garbage 
of Literature," in a pleasing and earnest 
manner. He spoke of the growing demand 
for worthless literature, its influe11ce upon 
society and urged the encouragment of such 
writings as leave a healthful impression 
after reading. His delivery was vigorous 
and also graceful. 
The Cliolian society was represented by 
Miss Van Velsor and Miss Bertha Mann. 
Miss Van Velsor's subject was "There 
Shall be no Alps." She made many tell-
ing points and did it in a manner that car-
ried the audience with her through the 
whole. 
Her articulation deserved special com-
mendation. All felt that she well deserv-
ed the place of honor awarded her. 
Miss Mann spoke on "Minor Social 
Evil-,." Her thought was good and well 
expressed, the delivery lacking a little per-
haps in articulation. 
The Welch speaker, Mr. Kerr, kept the 
audience in an uproar of laughter as he un-
raveled his "Theory of the Dark Ages/' and 
described in the process the birth and rise 
of alopathy. He was strongly" supported 
by applause, particularly among the members 
of his own society. 
The speakers from the Crescent society 
wera Messrs. Schulteand Hodson. 
Mr. Schulte's oration on "The Impend-
ing Conflict was strong and earnest. Mr. 
Schulte always enters heartily into his sub-
ject and succeeds in convincing the audience 
of his point if not of his oratorical ability. 
Mr. Hodson spoke on the "Nobility of 
R 0 publics." He had a very short time in 
which to prepare his oration but gave it in a 
manner creditable to himself, although his 
delivery was too monotonous to be specially 
attractive. 
On the whole the contest was pronounc-
ed the best ever held and the contestants 
need not feel insignificent who came out 
last among such competitors. 
The judges on thought and composition 
were: Judge C.H. Lewis, Sioux City; 
Hon. Ben. McCoy, Oskalossa; Hon. Lafe 
Young Des Moines. The judges on deliv-
ery were: C. C. Cory, Mitchelville; Prof. 
Geo. E. Marshall,Keokuk; Pres. B. 0. Ayles-· 
worth, University Place, Des Moines. 
The markings of the above judges are 
as follows: 
First three columns are marks 
of judges on Thought and Com-
position. 
Last three columns are marks 
of judges on Delivery. 
I he Search for Tmth ............ 
The Impending Conflict ......... 
Garbage LiteratnrA ............ 
Decline of Indignation ........... 
Minor Social Evils ................ 
ThA Necessity of Good Humor ... 
A Theory of the Dark Ages . . .. 
The Nobility of Republics ....... 
There Shall be no Alps .......... 
* * * 
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The Presf del)l~s J(ecepliol). 
The annual reception given by the Pres-
ident to the members of the senior class, and 
Faculty and their friends, occurred on Mon-
day evening Nov. 10. 'l'he occasion was 
one of exceptional pleasure and spirit. 
Several guests from Ames were pres~nt, 
and everyone seemed enthused with the 
spirit of a good time. 
The reception is universally pronounced 
one of the most enjoyable within the mem-
ory of the guests. 
* * ... 
Glass Pa!:J Exercf ses. 
Class day exercises began at half past 
two o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. '.rhe 
rostrum was very prettily decorated with yel-
low and white chrysanthemums and smilax. 
The class motto "We take no steps back-
ward" appeared in yellow and white on one 
of the pillars. 
On the north side was the Junior motto 
"Thoughtful of the future," in white letters 
upon a black back ground and beneath it the 
class picture. 
The Soph's had literallv enshrouded 
the south wall in evergreen, corn, and a long 
black fold upon which the words "To be, 
rather than to seem," were fastened. A 
gigantic "tadpole,"the class emblem, formed 
a conspicuous feature on this side. 
The Freshmen had clothed the rear very 
effectively in the class colors, pink and 
cream, and the motto "Peg Away," shone 
suggestively from between the last two pil-
lars, while on the radiators toadstools grew 
naturally enough to do credit to any Agri-
cultural institution. 
The program was well carried out, and 
the only criticism to be made is that it was 
a little too long. The exercises were: 
INVOCATION. 
Music 
Salutary, ........................ Kate Stephens 
Freshman and 8enior Roll-Call. ............ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . A. R. Williams 
Oration ............................. E. N. Eaton 
Music. 
Essay, ............................... May Hardy. 
mass History, .................. John T. Stinson. 
Oration, .......................... T. S. Howard. 
Music. 
Clas11 Poem, ....................... Bertha Mann. 
Oration, .................. Robt. Ward Olmstead 
Class Prophecy, ...................... Tom Kerr. 
Music. 
Address to Juniors, ................ J. A. Bishop 
Response, ........................ R. F. Hodson • 
Valedictory ....................... G. H. Schulte 
Class Song. 
BY J.C. NORTON. 
Tune "Juanita." 
When to this college 
Came we four years ago, 
Seeking for knowledge 
With young hearts aglow, 
"\Ve were named "Dnftwood," 
Bv the worthy Sophomores, 
'.rhough 'twas not our mode 
We launched from the shore. 
CHORUS. 
"Driftwood," always drifting, 
Always drifting to the front, 
"Driftwoou,'' always d1ifting, 
Drifting to the front. 
So we will sing you 
Of the years just passed away, 
Hoping to cheer you 
On this last bright day. 
We have had our trials 
But success has crowned us too, 
So in hfe's battles 
We'll be brave and true 
Fresh's, Soph's and Juniors 
How the years do speed along, 
You'll soon be Semors 
And will sing your song. 
We thank you, professors. 
For your help from yaar to year, 
We take you for leaders 
With no wrong to fear. 
We will drift no longer 
With our life work full in view; 
But will take the oars, 
Proving strong and true. 
Then with God as Captain, 
In a shm well-manned and strong, 
We will ride triumphant 
All life's fears rnd storms. 
THE .A UROR.A_ 
v. w. C. A. aJJd Y. M. C. A. 
With the close of this term of class 
work the Y. W. C. A. and Y. M. C. A. close 
the most beneficial year's work in their line 
in the history of the institution. Beneficial 
to the individual members, beneficial to the 
asRociation as a whole, and beneficial to the 
college here and throughout the state. 
'I'rue leaders in thiR work are needed as 
well as in any other. 'I'o such a one are we 
--indivi(hrnlly and as an association-indebt-
ed for the succe8s that has "crowned onr ef-
fortR." Thrice bles,;ed is he who, by the 
o'erfiowing Christian love of his heart is 
able to do valiant work in the servw: of 
God. 
'.rhroughout all the meetings of the term 
has been evinced by the true earnestness of 
all in the work we have undertaken. Es-
pecially true wa1s this of the last Sunday 
evening meeting of the term, which was de-
voted to "praise and ·prayer." All had a tes-
timony to offer of the blessings derived from 
their Christian experiences of the term just 
closing. To many the sound of voices, 
scarcely ever heard in such mfletings, brought 
a feeling of satisfaction, that all labor had 
not been in vain, that some were being 
brought on the "right side." 'l'he "\V-ednes-
day evening meetings of the association have 
been a source of much strength to all who 
have attended. In this meeting many are 
t~ached that c~ml?- not ]:ie in any other way. 
I he week begmmng November 9th, was the 
week of prayer for the Young Men's Christ-
ian Association throughout the United States 
and the world. Only two mePtings could be 
held by our association for this purpose, but 
if the many resolves to do better and more 
work in the service of Christ, arc acted npon, 
the young men of onr association will be 
"powers for good" in the community in 
which they may be. 
The work for the next term will be upon 
the same plan as_ it has been the past year. 
'l'Ve would urge 1t upon the committees to be 
here if possible at the very beginning of the 
term and welcome the new students, know-
ing that then is the time for the most effec-
tive work in the whole year. The officers for 
next year are as follows: 
J;'or Y. J\I. C. A.--J. C. Norton, presi-
dent; A. lVI. Harvey, vice president; E. E. 
Clinton, corresponding secretarv; L. D. Mc-
Naughton, recording secretary; ·F. L. Mere-
dith, treasurer. 
_For Y. W._ C. A.-- Mary A. Nichols, 
president; Almma vVilson, vice president; 
Jennie Thornburg, corresponding secretary; 
Evelyn Starr, recording secretary; Stella 
Blaine, treasurer. 
* * * 
ColJl.petil:hre J>riH. 
The prize work of the two battalions of 
the College Regt. was exceptionally fine 
this fall. The battalions assembled at tht• 
regular drill hour Nov. 5. '.rwo companies, 
one from each battalion, drilled at the same 
time, the remaining officers of the batallions 
judging the work of their respective battal-
ions. The decisions of the judges were the 
most unanimou1, that have been made for 
several vears. The work was so well done 
and judging so prompt, that scarce an hon; 
was required to complete the drilling of the 
eight companies. 
As to which battalion did the best 
work, it _is very hard to decide, all did so 
well. 
The drill was for small prizes, the main 
rewards being promotions for next year's 
work, and Col. Lincoln m_ay well feel elated 
over the kind of men picked out to work 
with him next year. 
The winners in each company were as 










G. E. Day Little, Fairfield. 
Strong, Faville, Chas. Lincoln. 
Secor, Woodring, Dickinson. 
Ketterer, Kenhl, Glasbnrn. 
Second Battalion. 
Hemstreet, Herring, Richmond. 
Hariman, Benjamin, Weihe. 
Green, E. F. Smith, Duroe. 
· Munns, Armstrong, Sample. 
Battery F. 
In the battery which now consists of the 
br:1ss 12 pounder, and the Gattling gun, first 
pnze was won by Geo. Foster, 2nd by Willis 
Lmcoln, ancl third by Nlr. Trotter. 
Company G. did very good work ancl 
the best were hard to pick out, but Miss 
Van Velsor canir>d off first, Flora Wilson 
second and Alice Mann third. D. C. W. 
* * * 
-- ·SpliJJlers. 
The session of the board of trustees end-
ing November 14th, is one uf more interest 
and importance to the students than any 
other that ha9 been held since the present 
senior class has been in the college. There 
must have been a "landslide" somewhere 
along the line, for next term we will have 
eight new instructors and a new president. 
'.rhe chairs vacated bv President Chamber-
lain, Prof. Mount and Prof. Smith will be 
filled at the next meeting of the board which , 
will be some time in January. Thuno-h these 
h . b c anges may cause some mconveniences for a 
time, we feel that onr institution is placed 
on too firm a foundation to let any changes 
in its faculty interfere with its progress, and 
we have confidence enough in our board to 
feel that whatever changes they may make 
will be for the best interests and advance-
ment of the college. 
Prof. Stanton was elected president pro 
tem.,and Prof. Hainer was elected secretary 
pro tern. of the board of trustees. 
The new profe,;son, will lw assistants in 
the departments of cll"emistry, civil engi-
THE .A. URORA~ 
neering, veterinary medicine, botany, zoo-
logy and Entomolog_}'.', . Though call_ed "as-
sistants" the appropriations for then· salar-
ies is large enough to secure men of exper-
ience and ability, thereby making them a 
more prominent feature of our corps of in-
structors. 
The board was very liberal in the appro-
priations to all the departments and especial-
ly so to the Mechanical and Physical. The 
object of the increased sum granted these 
two is to start a course in electrical engineer-
ing. This course is an assured thing now, 
and will be the same as the mechanical en-
gineering until the senior year when they 
separate and are distinct courses. This will 
supply a long felt want of our college. 
Special appropriations were made to the 
departments of history and political econ-
omy in order that the library may be replen-
ished in "these branches. Also to the de-
partments of botany, zoology and entomol-
ogy for the purpose of getting out bulletins. 
It will be good news to some to know that 
our next summer vacation will be one week 
longer than usual. The extra time i,; needed 
to repair the main building and to move the 
library and museum. 
While the board favored either an elec-
tric road or a horse car line between here 
and Ames, they did not accept the proposi-
tion of the Ames railway company. This 
will be a slight check on the operations pro-
posed and will probably cause some delay in 
the construction of the road. 
A few of the professors can congratulate 
the board or rather themselves on the salary 
question. 
Col. Lincoln has received an increase of 
$100,Prof. Pammel has been elected to fnll 
Professor of Botany with an incre2se of $300 
while Prof. Wiehe bas brnn retamed and 
bis salary raised from $600 to $1000. He 
will spend the winter studying at John's Hop-
kins. 
It will be quite a relief to some of our 
marksman to learn the horse they shot is to 
be paid for by the college. 
The following letter received by Professor 
Stanton, was written in Sen. Morrill's own 
band writing and although be is a man 
over 75 years old it is a model of neatness 
Jlnd accuracy. T 
Strafford, Vt. Oct. 3lst,1890. 
Dear Sir: 
Your favor of the 25th inst. 
has been received informing me, by the di-
rection of the Board of Trustees of the Iowa 
Agricultural College, that you have named 
your new building for the Chapel, Library, 
and Museum, as the ".Morrill Hall." Let 
me assure you that the honor thus conferred 
upon my name is fully appreciated. The 
structure I judge by the representation sent 
to me, must be very handsome and will 
bring great additional credit to your College. 
You also invite me to be present at the 
exercises which will mark the dedication 
of the "Morrill Hall" in June 1891. It is 
possible I may be able to accept your very 
cordial invitation as nothing would afford 
me greater pleasure, but I cannot now give 
any positive assurance that I will be present 
at the time named, as I cannot forsee what 
other affairs may require my attention. 
Please present to the trustees my grateful 
acknow1edgements for the honor bestowed 
and for your very flattering attentions. 
With much respect. 
Very truly yours, 
JUSTIN T. MORRILL, 
Mr. E. W. Stanton, 
Sec'y Board of Trustees, Ames, Iowa. 
'l'he college has been flooded with visitors 
for a conpJ.e of weeks anJ among them were 
the smiling countenances of Ida Waters, 
Lydia Bradrick, Georgia and Will Porter, 
John Schoenleber, Banks, Harvy Day, 
Curtiss, Sayer, Buffington and Hensen. The 
old students always find a hearty welcome 
here and the "cold, cruel world" doesn't 
seem to diminish their love for the I. A. C. 
'l'he fact that five members of our facul-
ty and three members of the board of trus-
tees are alumni, speaks well for the work of 
the institution. 
Gov. Boies was the guest of Col. Lin-
coln while be was at the college. 
The keystone bearing the inscription 
"1890" was placed over the main entrance of 
Morrill Hall, Nov. 13th, and the other 
stones bearing "Morrill Hall,'' "Chapel," 
"Library" and "Museum" are now in place. 
* * ..... 
Local GatheriJJgs. 
Old '90 has left us, and as nearly as we 
can learn this is what its members are going 
to busy themselves at this winter: 
Home! 
Thanksgiving dianer next Thursday. 
G. I-I. Schulte will teach in National. 
Alice Mann will pass the winter at home. 
Mrs. Owens will enjoy herself at Charles 
City. 
Leo Thurlimann will teach rn Carroll 
county; 
E. Henely will teach in the Oxford 
schools. 
Prof. Mount will be at bis farm east of 
the college. 
T. S. Howard will teach a few miles from 
Des Moines. 
May Hardy will spend at least the winter 
in California. 
W. C. Dewell will have charge of the 
Magnolia school. 
Prof. and Mrs. Hainer will soon be domi-
ciled in South Hall. 
Tom Kerr intends to study medicine with 
bis father in Cincinnati, Ia. 
Joe Van Velsor will spend the winter at 
home in Pierre, S. D. 
A. R. Williams will begin practicing as 
D. V. M. in Mills county. 
F. E. Davidson will go to Texas where he 
will engage in railroad work. 
J. T. Stinson is talking of going to Ore-
gon to engage in school work. 
M. Brandvig, Bertha Mann, and Joe 
Chamberlain, wield the birch rn Story 
county. 
J. A. Bramhall will probably have· a posi-
tion with one of the electric companies of 
Des Moines. 
C. D. Davidson will spend a few weflks at 
home and then begin work for a Chicago 
electric company. 
E. N. Eaton will spend his time clerking 
in a Keokuk drug store where he will learn 
the "signs of the times." 
The rest of the class are either undecided 
as to what they will do or we have been 
unable to find out their intentions. 
Mary Fellows will stay at home till 
after the holidays and then begin work 
as principal of the Sac CJity schools. 
J. A. Bishop takes the part of "Mine 
Host" at the New Cottage this winter and 
will be with us in a like capacity next year. 
J. 0. Norton will either st::iv at home or 
attend some college and will be with us as 
House Sergeon in the Veterinary department 
next year. 
Prof's Barrows, Stanton, Bennett, Pammel 
Budd and Osborn and Col. Lincoln will re-
mainthe grnunds each paying attention to his 
own line of work. 
Miss Doolittle will spend two or three 
weeks at home and will then take her old 
position in the academy at Washington, Ia. 
where she will teach two hours a day during 
the winter term. 
Now that the faculty have finished their 
years work of teaching we feel curious to 
know what they will do to amuse themselve,; 
this winter and a few inquiries lead us to 
these conclusions. 
W. R. Shoemaker left for his home Wed-
nesday night,, where he will stay a short 
time and then go t'.> CJmell,N. Y., to sake a 
course in advanced mathemathics and phy-
sics. There is some talk of his returning 
here to teach next fall but we are afraid 
that he is lost to the I. A. C. When a man 
of "Shoev's" natural abilities has the advan-
tages of a Cornell post-graduate course he 
will not be found long doing the work an 
assistant in mathematics has to do here. 
There are more important posts in the conn-
try that need just such men, and we may 
well be proud of him as a representative of 
our mathematical course. 
* * * 
Poem for Class '90. 
Bertha Mann. 
Friendship in the first few classes 
That enrolled the I. A. C., 
Bound their hearts and souls to-
gether, 
So that none could ever be 
Found disloyal to his class mates, 
If they did not all agree. 
Friendship in the present classes, 
Holds a justly honest place, 
But, there is a growing feeling, 
As we try to keep apace 
With the army of the peaceful, 
That some trouble we must face. 
Yes, the dear old "Class of '90, 
Has had discords here and there 
Since the year of '87, 
vVhen we first assembled where 
We've been thrown in many a conflict, 
And been fraught with many a care. 
Trouble 8ometimes grew so powerful, 
That our friendship could not rule, 
As it did on all occasions 
When our weary brains were cool, 
When we strove for our best interests 
And the interests of our school. 
Sometimes when the storm was raging 
And the flood of ire ran high, 
Sorrow came within our circle, 
Bidding angry feelings fly, 
Filling all our hearts with sadness, 
Making stronger friendship's tie. 
Even sorrow has its mission, 
In this world of joy and cares, 
For our sympathies are broadened, 
By the part that sorrow b~ars 
Drawing us toward one another, 
And toward God, with loving pray-
ers. 
Every life must have some bitter, 
.And as well its share of sweet. 
College life is no exception, 
And it would not be complete 
Without pleasure in its make up, 
vVhich a merry heart would greet. 
Memory scans our history's pages, 
And perceive1-1 on every leaf 
Records of some pleasant meetings, 
Standing out in bold relief. 
These are surely honest records-
Our Historian is no thief. 
We have had our fun and picnics, 
Socials in the days of yore, 
Ere the time when evening feasting 
And the social days were o'er, ' 
Then we were not quite contented, 
But, like Oliver, wished for more. 
THE A. UR.ORA._ 
east. 
Surely "Driftwood" leaves behind it 
Imprints "on the sands of time;" 
And as we go drifting outward, 
Sounding each a different chime, 
·will it be in vain to hope that 
Every life will be sublime? 
As we leave our alma mater 
Let us say to those that stay, 
Fill your hearts with warmest frieud-
ship, 
And forgive the ones that stray 
From the fold which keeps the others 
In the true and noble way. 
May the classes in the future, 
Still continue to improve, 
Molding with kind words and actions, 
Characters filled with that love, 
Which in all unselfish people, 
Has itR origin above. 
I. A. C., Nov. 11, 1890. 
* * * 
Prof. Scribner and Prof. Wiehe will go 
Miss Gunn will be at her home in Hop-
kinton, Mass. 
Prof. Stalker will make his headquar-
ters at the Savery, in Des Moines. 
Prof. Smith has the offer of a position 
in Cornell University, N. Y., similar to the 
one he has had here. 
Miss Pike will take her position as di-
rector of music in the Wesleyan University, 
at Wilbraham, Mass. 
Miss Thomas will make a tour through 
California studying educational matters, ~in 
connection with a series of public readings 
and recitals, the first engagement of which 
will be at Orland. She will go first to Sacra-
mento, then to San Francisco and will then 
spend a short time visiting her sister near 
there. 
* * * 
SolJl.e 11 l)dergrad.bates ol '"90. 
If it were possible an account of what the 
Undergraduates of the clai-s of '90 ar·e doing 
would be interesting. _From the meager 
sourses of information at hand it may be in-
ferred that they are not doing poorly. Of 
the members who left at the end of the 
Junior year it iR known that they are all 
doing well. The many friends of J. ~I. 
Perry will be gratified to learn that he is 
engaged in the Electric light business with 
the Edison company, and is now filling a 
lucrative position in said company's employ 
at Morrison, Ill. Since joining this company 
he has risen rapidly and promises to make 
his mark in the world. \Ve wish him suc-
cess. 
Tenny Smith is also doing well in the 
same business and though hiR riRe is slow, it 
is ~ure. T~nny was one of the boys who 
did not make much noise but was always to 
be relied upon. This quality will win suc-
cess for him. 
Geo. B?nd, is at Lehigh, engaged in the 
Drug busmess. lie owns a half interest in 
the store and is making money. 
Hardv Buell is owner of a half interest in 
a Gene1:al Merchandise store at Burt, Iowa. 
He reports a good business and has bright 
prospects before him. He was at the col-
lege during commencement and anpeared to 
be the "same old Hardy." · 
"\Yes." Howell is in the employ of the 
Standard Oil Company at \Yhiting, Ind. 
and for so young a man is doing exceedirJO"lv 
well.. He is the Company's Electrician. "' • 
It 1s too bad that these members did not 
complete the course. It would have taken 
the~n only one year more, and the prestige 
a diploma would no doubt have aided them 
materially, besides they would have had the 
satisfaction of having comvleted the course. 
However their friends wish them well and 
have high hopes of their success. 
* ·* * 
pih}e s-l:\1.dJJ. 
The incoming senior class has petitioned 
the faculty to ad~ Bible study to the regular 
courses as an optional. Two hours a week 
on this study, nuder Prof. Barrows 'would 
certainly be of great value to all wh~ would 
take it and making it optional, the timeworn, 
threadbare criticism of getting out;;ide the 
"l!:o~ince of a state institut~on, will not apply. 
S1m1lar movements are bemg made by sever-
al colleges in the state and · in any forward 
movement the I. A. C. will not be left be-
hind. We hope that it will be made a suc-
cess and that it will become a regular part 
of the different courses. 
* * * 
J3e 01) TilJl.e. 
Every one who is interested in the Sun-
day school and prayer meetings should try 
to be at the college as early as possible next 
term. There is no other time when so much 
can be done to interest new students in this 
work as the first two or three Sundavs they 
are here. They do not have accustomed 
church and Snnday school to attenclandhave 
not yet got into the way of being too busy to 
spare time and. an invitation to attend one of 
these meetings may result in starting them 
in the work of the associations and when 
once they are started their own interests 
will do the rest. Let all of ns who find it 
possible be on time and nse our influence in 
making the christiau work of next year the 
best in the hiRtory of the College. 
* * * 
The Aurora wiHhes yon all a pleasant vaca-
tion, a Merry Christma~, a happy New Year 
and we'll see you later. · 
